37^ 



JUL 2 32H03 » 



l/iter tha PanPiwnrk Rfidiirtinn Art of 1QQS. no nfirsnni 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 



PTO/SB/21 (03-03) 
Approved for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are mnuired tn msnonri tn a rollftctinn nf information imlftss it riisnlavs a valid OMB control number. 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



09/916,064 



07/26/01 



Michael A. Seigler 



3729 



Paul D. Kim 



\^ Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Attorney Docket Number 



SEAG 48089 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
Ame ndment/Reply 

□ After Final 

□ Affidavits/declaration (s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR1.52 or 1.53 



□ Drawing(s) 

□ Licensing-related Papers 



Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

E 



After Allowance Communication 
to a Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 



Status Letter 

Other Enclosure(s) (please 
Identify below): 
Response to Restriction Requirement 
return postcard 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual 



Robert P. Lenart 
Pietragallo, Bosick & Gordon 



Signature 



Date 



07/21/2003 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this date: 



States Postal Service with sufficient postage as 



07/21/2003 



Typed or printed 



Robert P. Lenart 



^Sigi 



nature 



Date 



07/21/2003 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 




JUL 2 3 2003 »| 
f 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Application No. 
Applicant 
Filed 
Title 

Art Unit 
Examiner 
Docket No. 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



09/916,064 

Michael Allen Seigler et al. 
July 26, 2001 

METHOD FOR MAKING A MAGNETORESISTIVE 
SENSOR 
3729 

Paul D.Kim » Ui 

SEAG 48089 ^ U L 2 

July 2 1,2003 




?0 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

SIR: 

In response to the Office Action mailed June 26, 2003, please consider the 
following remarks. 

REMARKS 

Note that this application was originally filed with two claims numbered 3. 
A preliminary amendment was filed in which t he second claim number 3 was changed to 
claim number 21. However, it is clear from the Office Action, that the second claim 
number 3 has apparently been renumbered as claim 4 and original claims 4-20 have been 
renumbered as claims 5-21. For the purposes of this response, this revised claim 
numbering has been assumed. 

In response to the Restriction Requirement, Applicants elect to prosecute 
Group I, claim s 1-7, 9-11, 13-17, 19 and 20. Wjth ii^ I, the Applicants further elect 
to prosecute^jclaims 1-7 and 13-17, directed to Sp eciesA^ shown in FIGs. 3-11. These 
elections are made with_travers_e. 

The Applicants respectfully traverse the Restriction Requirement. The 
Office Action states that with respect to the product claims (8, 12, 18 and 21): "the product 
as claimed can be made by another and materially different process such as using an ion 
etching process instead of chemical mechanical polishing for the planarization process". 
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However, each of the product claims specifically requires that the product is made by a 
process defined by one of the method claims. Since the products as claimed cannot be made 
by another materially different process, the Applicant respectfully requests that claims_8, 12, 
18 and 21 -be -included in Group L 

In the event that any outstanding matters remain in connection with this 
matter, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned in order to expedite the 
handling of such matters. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Robert P. Lenart 
Reg. No. 30,654 
Pietragallo, Bosick & Gordon 
One Oxford Centre, 38 th Floor 
301 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone: 412-263-4399 
Facsimile: 412-261-0915 
Attorney for Applicants 
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